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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "There are millions of Arabs around Israel, and
the young State must learn what so many Jews have never learned - to
live not only within but with their environment. Today, the Arabs of
the Middle East think themselves committed to an unending struggle
against Zionism.

 

"'When we die, we shall pass the torch to our children' is the new
Muslim motto. And yet, there still is reasonable hope for a peaceful
co-existence of Arabs and Israelis - provided Israel desires such
co-existence and International Zionism does not endanger it. The
reconciliation agenda for Jews (and it should be an Arab's job to
sketch those for Arabs) are inextricably set by the errors of the
past and the needs of the future."

- Dr. Alfred Lilienthal in What Price Israel? (1953)
 

 

BLEAK PROSPECTS FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE by Eric D. Butler:
 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke has been contemplating on what peace will
bring after the conclusion of the war with Iraq. Well he might. As
a number of distinguished anti-Zionist Jews have stressed ever since
the State of Israel was established in a wave of terror, genuine
peace and stability in the Middle East had no prospect of developing
while Israel made the extraordinary demand that wherever Jews live,
their first loyalty is to the Zionist State of Israel. The warnings
of anti-Zionist Jews like Dr. Alfred Lilienthal have tragically been
confirmed by events.
With former Zionist terrorist leader Prime Minister Shamir of Israel
(once on the British wanted list) now bolstering his hard-line atti-
tude concerning Palestine and other occupied territories, by bringing
into his Cabinet former army general Ze' evi, who has advocated the
"voluntary transfer" of all Palestinians out of Israel and the
occupied territories, and demanding that the United States and its
allies must not only continue the Gulf War until Iraq's armed forces
are totally destroyed, but must carve off a part of Iraq to be a
buffer zone policed with U.N. troops, it is already certain that
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prospects for Middie East peace and stability are extremely bleak.
In his first major speech since the start of the Gulf War, on February
3rd, Shamir bluntly said that Israel would not participate in aninternational conference on a comprehensive Middle East settlement.
Irrespective of what one thinks of the Palestine Liberation Organisa-tion, and its internal conflicts, it clearly represents the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Palestinians, a people who over the years have
become progressively more desperate as they have witnessed how time
and time again Zionist Israel has blatantly ignored U.N. resolutionsthat it should hand back lands occupied outside the areas originally
specified by the U.N.

As Dr. Alfred Lilienthal has warned over the years, the brutal treat-
ment of the Palestinians, who are not as a whole violent people, mustinevitably result eventually in growing acts of terror - which nocivilised person can condone. But having observed how the Zionist
State was established, first by terrorist activities against theBritish and the Palestinians, it is not surprising that militant andradical Palestinians believe that the terror path is the only way in
which they may get some justice. Even the famous Israeli General
Dayan's own daughter, the writer, declared that if she had been born
a Palestinian, she would have become a commando.

Violence and terror regretfully begets violence and terror and as
pointed out in his chilling book, By Way of Deception, the former
Mossad official Ostrovsky, the terror initiated and maintained byZionist Israel has helped to poison the whole of the Middle East.

 

Irrespective of how the Gulf War finishes, unless the West can find
the courage to face the Palestinian and Zionist issue, and provide
some genuine leadership, the Middle East situation will be worse than
it was before both Moscow and Washington misled Saddam Hussein con-
cerning Kuwait. It can be predicted with complete certainty that in
the absence of constructive policies, Saddam Hussein, in spite of hisbrutal record, either alive or dead, will continue to haunt the
Western world, until one of the most basic issues in the Middle East,
the Zionist State of Israel and the Palestinian question,are dealtwith. Shamir of Israel has made it clear where he and his colleagues
stand.

BRIEF COMMENTS: While we are prepared to respect the views of those
misguided people who believed they could halt the present Middle East
conflict by camping in the desert, it is reprehensible that some of
them should be advocating any action, such as a shipping strike, which
would endanger Australian servicemen and women serving in the Middle
East. Australian forces are deserving of every possible support from
the Australian people. There were aspects of the Vietnam War with
which we disagreed, urging the adoption of the principle that if war
is to be fought as a matter of national policy, then every effort
should be made to win, and not fight with one's hands tied behind
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one's back, as now admitted by President Bush. But the treatment of
Austraiia's Vietnam troops as if they were some type of criminals,was
a national disgrace. We notice that Albert Langer, a prominent anti-
Vietnam campaigner, has convinced himself that the Gulf War is "just".
But he still continues to smear Vietnam veterans.

* * * * * * *
Speaking at the recent Sydney forum on post-Cold War U.S.-Australia
relations, Dr. Amos Jordan, a member of President Bush's Intelligence
Oversight Board, said he expected the ground war in the Gulf to begin
before the end of this month and the war to be over by the end of
April. Dr. Jordan said there must be a "United Nations peace with the
full backing of the international community". Presumably such a
"peace" will be supported by the Soviet Union, Communist China and a
strange assortment of other totalitarian states from Africa and else-
where. In the meantime President Gorbachev is having the greatest
difficulty maintaining peace in an Empire in which there is a growing
demand for nationalism and self-rule.

* * * * * * *
As pointed out by Lord Keeton in his classic work, The Passing Of
Parliament, one of the most misleading of liberal dogmas was that the
more people casting a political vote, the more democracy. There is
not one iota of evidence to support this thesis. It is now clear that
unless something unexpected happens, the De Klerk Government in South
Africa is determined to capitulate to the powerful international
forces which have long planend to bring South Africa, and its vast
natural wealth, inside the scope of the New International Economic
Order. The suggestions that millions of blacks, divided on histori-
cally tribal lines, if granted a political vote, are going to have
any real say about what happens in "liberated" South Africa, is so
absurd that it is astonishing that otherwise intelligence people can
believe this. Consider what has happened to the once-thriving African
State known as Rhodesia, where Comrade Mugabe continues to impose his
disastrous policies! Now he is proposing to nationalise all the land.
The end result is predictable - Zimbabwe will finish up like other
African States, poverty stricken and needing international aid.

 

Significantly, that prominent supporter of The New International
Order, Fabian Socialist Prime Minister Hawke, was one of the first to
commend the De Klerk Government on its surrender policy, even suggest-
ing that the South Africans might now be allowed to play international
sport again.

* * * * * * *
THE WOOL DEBACLE: The 1991 Agricultural Outlook Conference in Can-
berra saw the Australian Wool Corporation come under heavy criticism
from growers over the condition of the marketing arm of the wool
industry. The chaos is now so bad that the Minister, John Kerin, has
agreed to the suspension of wool sales for three weeks. The reason
for the suspension is that the A.W.C. is 'broke' —- it has reached the
limit of its capacity to borrow: $3 billion. The huge stockpile

 

"ON TARGET" Februdry 15th, 1997 Page 3 (19)

 
 



stands at 4.8 million bales, and it appears that the minimum reserve
price scheme is in danger of being scrapped. Farmers are paying a
wool tax of 25% of their income in order to meet the interest bill,
now in the order of $400 million per year. While the Federal Govern-
ment guarantees the A.W.C. debt, the money is owed mainly to foreign
banking groups.

 

Rebel woolgrowers from the Wool Marketing Reform Group took the
A.W.C. to task at the Conference, their spokesman, Lynne Johnston, of
W.A., Saying: "We now have an industry taxing itself at higher and
higher rates (the wool levy) to pay interest on money borrowed to pay
itself a high price (the minimum reserve price) so it can hoard the
wool and prevent the user from using. We borrow money to endeavour
to force buyers to pay a price of which the growers receive only a
fraction.-'
GET BIG, OR GET OUT: Mrs. Johnston also challenged the A.W.C. to
provide figures to show how the growers could remain viable under the
A.W.C. proposals to save the industry. A.W.C. Chairman, Hugh Beggs,
was unable to do so. In fact, at the close of the Conference, Mr.
Kerin admitted that some farmers might not make it. An industry
expert, Dr. Brian Fisher, warned that farmers face intense "adjust-
ment" pressure over the next five years. This is the language used
by the Fabians to say that some farmers must go. At the height of
the last great rural crisis in 1986, Dr. Henry Schapper, W.A. rural
economist, insisted that it was impossible to abolish the cost-price
squeeze, and that "adjustment" of farmer numbers was inevitable.
That is, he was acknowledging that finance was the weapon used to
destroy agriculture.

 

 

Irrespective of the merits of the reserve price scheme for wool, the
present chaos is partly the result of a socialised wool marketing
system. The system was rejected by two grower referendums, as Mrs.
Johnston points out, noting that when growers voted, the only alter-
native to the M.R.P. was the compulsory acquisition of the woolclip.
Woolgrowers have completely lost control of their industry. As one
farmer representative pointed out, the industry is now in the hands
of socialist politicians, and their bureaucratic advisers, without a
single horny-handed son of the soil among them!

CREDITS TO THE SOVIETS: In November 1990, John Kerin and Hugh Beggs
led a trade mission to the U.S.S.R., begging the Soviets to rescue
the wool industry by re-entering the market. The Australians even
offered the Soviets a $400 million credit to do so. It has been
rumoured that there is no interest payable on that credit. Is this
true?
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